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The S t u a r t  liouse i s  s e t  i n  t h e  nortliwcst corner  of a  broad tc r raced  
yard i n l o r n ~ a l l y  planted with l a r g e  slrade t r e e s ,  evergreens and shrubbery. 
Tile main en t r ance  t o  the  yard i s  through a liandsome and ve ry  r a r e  p a i r  of 
Chinese l a t t i c e  g a t e s .  l l lese g a t e s ,  w i t h  t h e i r  carved f i n i a l s  and i n t r i -  
c a t e l y  pa t t e rned  pane l s ,  have long been a f a m i l i a r  landmark i n  Staunton.  
Immediately t o  the  e a s t  of t h e  Louse i s  a gambrel roof frame b u i l d i n g ,  
e r e c t e d  sometime a f t e r  1783 a s  i x c h i b a l d  S t u a r t ' s  r e s idence  and law o f f i c e .  
A two-story wing was added t o  t h i s  bu i ld ing  i n  the  n ine teen th  century  but 
the  o r i g i n a l  p o r t i o n  i s  s t i l l  c l e a r l y  ev iden t .  Other than t h i s  frame 
b u i l d i n g  and the  main house, the  only o t h e r  e a r l y  bu i ld ing  on the  l o t  is a  
pyramidal roof smokehouse near  t h e  northwest  co rne r  of t h e  main house. 
The main house was o r i g i n a l l y  served by a  one-story frame k i t chen  t h a t  s t o o  
j u s t  t o  the  e a s t  of the  smokehouse. Sometime p r i o r  t o  1831 t h i s  k i t chen  

a r e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  a d i n i n g  room, l i b r a r y ,  and a d d i t i o n a l  bedrooms. 

on b r i c k  p i e r s .  The evo lu t ion  of  t hese  a d d i t i o n s  can be t raced  i n  the  

was a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  house by a  one-story frame wing. I n  1844 both  the  1 V) 

k i t chen  and t h e  frame wing were removed and replaced by a  l a r g e ,  two-and-a- m 
h a l f - s t o r y  b r i c k  wing which provided space f o r  a  modern k i t chen  and s e r v i c e  

This  wing is f ron ted  by a  g a l l e r y  ornamented wi th  l a t t i ce -work  and suppor te  

f i v e  Mutual Assurance Soc ie ty  p c l i c i e s ,  on t h e  house, spanning t h e  yea r s  
1796-1859. I 

The o r i g i n a l  p o r t i o n  of  the  S t u a r t  House, e r e c t e d  i n  1791, i s  a  
s t o r y ,  temple-form b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  f ron ted  by a  two-level pedimented p o r t i c  
supported by four  ve ry  simple and p r o v i n c i a l  Tuscan-l ike columns. The c 
pediment l acks  both  f r i e z e  and a r c h i t r a v e  bu t  does f e a t u r e  a  modi l l ion  n 
corn ice  t h a t  i s  repea ted  around the  main body of the  house. I n  t h e  pedi-  I 
ment 's  tympanum a r e  two double-hung r ec t angu la r  windows and a cu r ious  
painted-on c i r c u l a r  window centered  above them. This p o r t i c o ,  a l though 1 - 
awkward-appearing wi th  i t s  obvious p rov inc ia l i sms ,  i s  an o r i g i n a l  f e a t u r e  
t o  the house. 

The body of t h e  house, exc lus ive  of the  p o r t i c o ,  is a  t h i r t y - f i v e  
by i h i r t y - f i v e  f o o t  square  wi th  f i v e  bays a c r o s s  t h e  f r o n t  and t h r e c  on the  
s i d c s .  Tlie b r i c k  w a l l s  a r e  l a i d  throughout i n  very  even Flemisli bond, and 
have molded water  t a b l e s  on the  s i d e s  and a p a i r  of e x t e r i o r  chimneys on the  
no r th  end. Nearly a l l  the  o r i g i n a l  e x t e r i o r  f a b r i c ,  such a s  doors ,  sash ,  

Z 

V) 

corn ic ing ,  and s h u t t e r s  a r e  i n t a c t .  The i n t e r e s t i n g  f r o n t i s p i e c e  f o r  the  
main en t r ance  c o n s i s t s  of f l ank ing  f l u t e d  p i l a s t e r s  on pedes t a l s  and a  
swan's neck pediment w i t h  r o s e t t e s  and a c e n t r a l  s p i r a l  f i n i a l  above a 

i 
I 

pulv ina ted  f r i e z e .  This pediment motif i s  repea ted  i n s i d e  over  the  door- I ways from the  h a l l  i n t o  t h e  s i t t i n g  room and a d j a c e n t  p a r l o r ,  and on the , 
chimney p ieces  i n  these  two rooms. I 

The p lan  of t h e  f i r s t  f i o o r  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  s e c t i o n  c o n s i s t s  of a  
I h a l l  a c r o s s  the  e n t i r e  f r o n t  w i t h  the  s i t t i n g  room and p a r l o r  occupying the  
1 remainder of t h e  a r e a .  An enclosed s t a i r  ascends from a door nea r  the  west 

end of the  h a l l  between t h e  h a l l  and t h e  s i t t i n g  room. The very  e l a b o r a t e  
but  somewhat p r o v i n c i a l  F e d e r a l - s t y l e  woodwork i n  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  rooms i s  

I , one of  the house ' s  most no tab le  f e a t u r e s .  Th 
nate; i t  inc ludes  a  chimney p i e c e  wi th  a  framed overmantel topped by a  swan's 
neck pediment, and f lanked by curved v i n e s  and 
t h i s  composition a r e  f l u t e d  Cor in th i an  p i l a s t e  

r 
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Staun ton ' s  venerable  S t u a r t  House i s  a n  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  i n t r i g u i n  
homestead f o r  one of  the  a r e a ' s  most prominent f a m i l i e s .  The house was 
b u i l t  i n  1791 by Archibald S t u a r t  on land annexed by t h e  town j u s t  fou r  
y e a r s  e a r l i e r .  According t o  family t r a d i t i o n ,  S t u a r t  received p lans  o r  
sugges t ions  f o r  the  house ' s  des ign  from h i s  c l o s e  f r i e n d ,  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  
However, s i n c e  no drawings of  the  house by J e f f e r s o n  have been d iscovered ,  
and s i n c e  many of  t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e t a i l s  con ta in  p r o v i n c i a l i  
o r d i n a r i l y  avoided by t h e  s c h o l a r l y  J e f f e r s o n ,  i t  i s  doub t fu l  t h a t  he had 
any but  the  most i n d i r e c t  hand i n  the  des ign .  Never the less ,  w i th  i t s  
temple form and somewhat na ive  two-story p o r t i c o ,  t h e  house s t ands  a s  orle 
of ~ i r g i n i a ' s  e a r l i e s t  express ions  of  t h e  C l a s s i c a l  Revival ,  a n  a r c h i t e c -  
t u r a l  mode f o s t e r e d  i n  t h i s  country by J e f f e r s o n  h imsel f .  Indeed,  the  
S t u a r t  House p o r t i c o  may be t h e  o l d e s t  such p o r t i c o  on a  Vi rg in i a  house. 
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  i t s  i n t e r e s t i n g  e x t e r i o r ,  t h e  S t u a r t  House is no tab le  f o r  
i t s  e l a b o r a t e  Georgian-s ty le  i n t e r i o r  woodwork. Like t h e  e x t e r i o r ,  t h i s  

1 woodwork i s  somewhat p r o v i n c i a l  i n  des ign ,  but  i t s  very  ambit iousness 

1 makes i t  a  testament  t o  t h e  imaginat ion of  the  c raf t smen who executed i t .  
P r i o r  t o  the bu i ld ing  of h i s  house, Archibald S t u a r t  fougllt i n  I t he  Revolut ion,  and i n  1782 he s tud ied  law wi th  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  a t  

I Moilticello.  Upon the  completion of h i s  s tudy i n  1783, S t u a r t  moved t o  
i Staunton and purchased the  land f o r  h i s  f u t u r e  home. I n  1791 Archibald 

: 

S t u a r t  married Eleanor Briscoe of Freder ick  County and i t  was i n  t h i s  same 
year  t h a t  he began construc:ion of  h i s  house on what i s  now Church S t r e e t .  
Before t h e  house was b u i l t ,  S t u a r t  l i ved  and p r a c t i c e d  law i n  the  small  
gambrel roof frame c o t t a g e  on t h e  same proper ty .  Archibald S t u a r t  was a  
nun of many achievements.  A s  a  s tuden t  a t  William and Mary, he was 
e l e c t e d  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  newly e s t a b l i s h e d  s o c i e t y  of Phi  Beta Kappa. 
He a l s o  was a  member of  t h e  Vi rg in i a  Convention of 1788, four  times a  pre-  
s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t o r ,  a  judge of the gene ra l  c o u r t ,  and one of t h e  Vi rg in i a  
commissioners appointed t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  d i v i d i n g  l i n e  between Vi rg in i a  
and Kentucky. 

Archibald S t u a r t  d ied  i n  1832 and t h e  house was i n h e r i t e d  by h i s  
son ,  Alexander Hugh Holmes S t u a r t .  Born i n  the  house i n  1807, Alexandcr 
H. H. S t u a r t  re turned  t o  Staunton i n  1828 a f t e r  completing h i s  law course 
a t  the  Un ive r s i ty  of V i rg in i a .  Like h i s  f a t h e r ,  he s e t  up h i s  res idence  
and law p r a c t i c e  i n  t h e  gambrel roof  "of f ice"  n e x t  t o  the  main house. 
The year  a f t e r  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  dea th ,  Alexander H. H. S t u a r t  married Frances 
Cornel ia  Baldwin. I n  1836 Alexander S t u a r t  was e l e c t e d  t o  the  Vi rg in i a  
House of Delegates  and was r e - e l e c t e d  u n t i l  1839. From 1841 t o  1843 

stuart a s  a member of t h e  Twenty-seventh Congress,  and i n  1850 hp  



Gibson, Lucy Fi tz l~ugl i ,  SLcppinz SLoncs, Tllc S tory  of  S t u a r t  Ilousc, 
p r l n t e d  by Archibald G .  Rubcl Lson, 1966. 

Robertson, Alexander F. ,  Alexander Hugh Elolmes S t u a r t  1807-1891, The W i l l i a  
Byrd Press ,  Inc . ,  P r i n t e r s ,  Richmond, Va., 1925. 

Wayland, John W . ,  H i s t o r i c  Homes of Northern Vi rg in i a  and the  Eas tern  
Panhandle o f  West V i r g i n i a ,  The McClure Company, I n c . ,  Staunton,  Va., 
1937. 

I F i l e s  of the  Vi rg in i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission. I 
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I o n i c  p i l a s t e r s  t h a t  a r e  s e t  on the mantel s h e l f  r a t h e r  than on p e d e s t a l s .  
Othcr t r i m  i n  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  rooms inc ludes  molded kcystones s e t  i n  t h e  tops 
of the  window framcs, f l a t  panel  wainscot ing ,  and co rn ic ing  decorated wi th  
e i t h e r  Wall-of-Troy molding i n  the  p a r l o r  and s i t t i n g  room o r  d e n t i l s  i n  t h e  
h a l l .  Thc woodwork i n  t h e  second f l o o r  rooms is a l l  i n t a c t  but  i s  l e s s  
e l a b o r a t e  than t h a t  on the  f i r s t .  According t o  family t r a d i t i o n  a smal l  
bedroom i n  the  s o u t h e a s t  corner  of t h e  second f l o o r  is  t h e  room occupied by 
Thomas J e f f e r s o n  dur ing  h i s  v i s i t s .  The rooms i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p a r t  of the  
house a s  w e l l  a s  those i n  t h e  wings r e t a i n  numerous p ieces  of S t u a r t  family 
f u r n i t u r e  a s  w e l l  a s  p o r t r a i t s .  A number of  t hese  items have been i n  the  
house s i n c e  it  w a s  f i r s t  occupied. 
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w a s  appointed S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  I n t e r i o r  by Mil la rd  Fi l lmore.  Although a  l o y a l  
V i rg in i an ,  S t u a r t  s t r o n g l y  opposed the  Southern secess ion  from t h e  Union, but  
was a c t i v e  i n  t h e  Southern r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  movement fo l lowing the  w a r ' s  end. 
Towards t h i s  l a t e r  aim, Alexander S t u a r t  served a s  a  member of  t h e  board of  
t r u s t e e s  of the  southern  educa t iona l  fund e s t a b l i s h e d  by George Peabody o f  
Massachuset ts .  I n  l i n e  w i t h  h i s  ded ica t ion  t o  h i s  s t a t e ,  Alexander H. H. 
S t u a r t  he ld  the  r e c t o r s h i p  of t h e  Univers i ty  of V i rg in i a  from 1876 t o  1886 and 
he was P res iden t  of the  Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c a l  Socie ty  f o r  a  number of yea r s .  

When Alexander H. H. S t u a r t  d ied  i n  1891, t h e  t i t l e  o f  the  
house was taken over  by h i s  granddaughter Margaret,  who was married t o  Alexande 
F. Robertson. Thei r  son-in-law,  Peyton Cochran agreed t o  i n h e r i t . t h 4  house 
when M r .  and Mrs. Robertson d i e d ,  and i n  o rde r  t o  keep t h e  house i n  the  name of 
the S t u a r t  fami ly ,  the  t i t l e  was w r i t t e n  i n  the  name of  h i s  w i fe  Susan. 
I r o n i c a l l y  the  t i t l e  revea led  t h a t  t h e  S t u a r t  House land had been o r i g i n a l l y  
owned by Peyton Cochran's g rea t -g randfa the r ,  Alexander S t .  C l a i r  who had s o l d  
t h e  proper ty  t o  Archibald S t u a r t  i n  1791. 
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